TAALC 101: Listen Up! Series
Lesson 1: Introduction

Learning Objectives
· Identify the scope of the problem
· Call to action 

 [bookmark: _Hlk55994592]Many students with complex communication needs:
· Enter elementary school with no clear communication system
· Exit high school with no clear communication system
· Are dropped from communication services due to “lack of progress”


THE PROBLEM:  Failure to develop a clear communication system 
· Limits students’ social interactions and access to academic content, and
· Leaves students at risk for poor post-school outcomes



Think Spot: What questions do you hope the TAALC 101: Listen Up! Series will answer?

Who are these students?
[image: Pie chart which shows that students who participate in alternate assessments make up approximately 1% of the total student population.]
Students participating in alternate assessment make up approximately ____ % of the school-aged population

RECEPTIVE COMMUNICATION
(Receptive Communication of the 1% of students on the Alternate Assessment)
· Approximately _____% have receptive language
· Approximately _____% do not understand symbolic language
· ______% alert to communication
· ______% are reported to be unresponsive (may be an overestimate)
Remember: 
· Receptive skills are almost always stronger than expressive skills
· Even a student who is not using symbolic EXPRESSIVE communication can be symbolic RECEPTIVELY
· Do not underestimate your students!


EXPRESSIVE COMMUNICATION
(Expressive Communication of the 1% of students on the Alternate Assessment)
· Approximately _____% have expressive communication
· Up to _____% have emerging symbolic communication
· Approximately _____% are pre-symbolic


What percent of student who need AAC have AAC?
· Less than 25%
· Just under 50%
· Around 805
· Almost 95%





Two states showed the greatest progress towards symbolic communication across the grade bands. What sets those states apart?
· Highest Funding Level
· Greatest Use of AAC
· Lowest Caseload for SLPs
· Highest Participation in Preschool Programs

There is still work to be done:
____% of students who need AAC do not have AAC!
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