What is a Ride Share? 
Learning Objective: Define Ride Share
A Ride Share is a way that drivers who are going to a destination can offer to share the trip with others who need to travel to the same or nearby locations. 

    A Ride Share can be set up between two or more people. ​ 

    Ride Share participants can take turns driving or one person may drive every commute. 

Since the invention of cars, people have shared rides. Ride Share enabled people to take jobs and opportunities that were previously not possible. In this photo from 1944, co-workers share a ride to their job working the night shift at a factory. During the oil embargo of the 1970’s, one in five American workers shared a ride to their job with a co-worker. But Ride Share statistics decreased as more people owned their own car. By 2015:​ ​Nine out of ten people drive alone in a car to work. 

Why Ride Share?​ 

Save money 

The average car consumes 550 gallons of gas each year. ​Ride Sharing allows you to share the cost of gas and parking with other riders. ​The more participants in your Ride Share, the more you save. 

Ride Share savings​ 

For a person who commutes more than 12 miles to work, sharing gas expenses with even just one rider can add up to a savings of $1,500 per year. 

Why Ride Share?  Reduce pollution​ 

Fewer cars on the road means less greenhouse gas emissions - linked to respiratory affects, cardiovascular disease, and allergies. ​ 

By ride sharing, you help improve air quality and reduce health risks for yourself and future generations.  

​Why Ride Share?  ​Less stress​ 

Research suggests that a ride share is less stressful than commuting alone.  

Why Ride Share? ​Reduce traffic​ 

Every Ride Share participant takes another car off the road, which means less congested roads and highways. ​ 

Why Ride Share? Use the fast lane​ 

Many major cities have carpool lanes that are reserved for cars with two or more passengers. 

These lanes have less traffic, leading to faster commute times for those who Ride Share. ​ 

Why Ride Share?  Save time​ 

​The average American spends 434 hours in their car each year. ​ 

 

Participating in a Ride Share allows you to check and answer email, read the news, check bank balances, or even close your eyes for a few minutes before starting your day.​ 

Why Ride Share? Offer options​ 

Where public transit service is limited or non-existent, Ride Sharing may be the best option available for individuals who don’t drive to get to work or school. Ride Sharing is a great way to provide a benefit to ourselves and others. 

Why Ride Share? Create community​ 

Ride Sharing is a great way to make new friends. 
Learning Stop
​True/False Ride Sharing is a way that drivers who are going to a destination can offer to share the trip with others who need to travel to the same or nearby locations. ​
The answer is true.
True/False
As of 2015, nine out of ten people drive alone in a car to work.
The answer is true.



